
N o . I l l , Note on the O r i g i n of the K a l a - C h a k r a and 
A d i - B u d d h a Systems, 

[J.A.S.B., V o l . I I , p . 57 (1833).] 

T h e pecul iar rel igious system ent i t led the Kdla-Chakra is 
s tated , general ly , to have been der ived f r om Sharnbhala, as i t is 
cal led i n Sanscr i t , (in T i b e t a n " 6de-M>yung," vulgo " de-
j u n g , " s ign i fy ing " o r i g in or source of h a p p i n e s s " ) , a fabulous 
c o u n t r y i n the n o r t h , the c a p i t a l of w h i c h was Cdlapa, a v e r y 
sp lendid c i t y , the residence of m a n y i l lus t r i ous k ings of Sharn­
bhala, s i tuated between about 45° a n d 50° nor th l a t i t u d e , b e y o n d 
the Sita or J a x a r t e s , where the increase of the days f r o m the 
v e r n a l equinox t i l l the summer solstice a m o u n t e d to 12 I n d i a n 
hours , or 4 hours , 48 minutes , E u r o p e a n reckoning . 

T h e Kdla-Chakra was in t roduced i n t o C e n t r a l I n d i a i n the 
last hal f of the t e n t h century after C h r i s t , a n d a f terwards , v i a 
C a s h m i r , i t f ound its w a y in to T i b e t ; where, i n the fourteenth , 
fifteenth, a n d s ixteenth centuries , several learned m e n , whose 
works are s t i l l ex tant i n that c o u n t r y , pub l i shed researches a n d 
commentaries on the Kdla-Chakra system ; among these authors 
the most celebrated are PUTON, or BIT-STOM, KHETUP, or WIKHAS-
G R T J B a n d PADMA CABPO, who l i v e d respect ively i n the three 
centuries above ment ioned. 

PADMA CABPO (on the 68th leaf of his ' ' O r i g i n of (the 
B u d d h i s t i c ) r e l i g i o n " &Chhos-7»byung (vulgo " C h ' o s - j u n g , " 
consist ing of 189 leaves,) thus describes the i n t r o d u c t i o n of the 
Kdla-Chakra i n t o , or a t , Nalanda (or Nalendra, a large rel igious 
establ ishment i n Centra l I n d i a ) , a,nd the doctr ine w h i c h i t con­
ta ined : 

' ' H e (a cer ta in p a n d i t ca l led TSILU or CHTLTT) then came 
to Nalanda i n C e n t r a l I n d i a , (S. Madhyam, T i b . dvus , or vulgo 
U ) . H a v i n g designed over the door of the Bihar the ten guardians 
(of the wor ld ) , he wrote below t h e m thus : 

" H e , t h a t does not k n o w the chief first B u d d h a , (Adi-
Buddha), knows not the circle of time. (Kdla-Chakra, d u s - k y i 
Akhor - lo , i n T i b e t a n * ) . 

* The Kdla-Chakra and Adi-Buddha systems are probably the same 
with that of the Samanians in the north, in Transoxana, and beyond the 
Jaxartes, as it has been described by M . Deguignes, in his " Histoire 
(ienerale des H u n s , " Livre III, p. 223, etc., recently criticised by M . 
Kemusat; since the doctrine of the Samanians is exactly the same, as I 
have found in the Tibetan volumes. — Besides the mystical theology and 
philosophy, there are in the Kala-Chalcra system several works on astro­
nomy, astrology, and prophetical stories on the rise, progress, and decline 
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H e , tha t does not k n o w c i rc le of t i m e , knows not the exact 
enumerat ion of the d i v i n e at tr ibutes . 

H e , that does not k n o w the exact enumerat ion of the d i v i n e 
a t t r ibutes , knows not the supreme intel l igence (S. Vajra dhara 
jnydna, T i b . rdo-rje M s i n - p a h i ye-shes). 

H e , tha t does not k n o w the supreme inte l l igence , knows 
not the T a n t r i c a pr inc ip les (Tantra Yanam). 

H e , tha t does not k n o w the T a n t r i k a pr inc ip les , and a l l 
s u c h , are wanderers i n the orb of t ransmigrat i ons , a n d are out of 
the w a y (or path) of the supreme t r i u m p h a t o r (S. Bhagavdn 
Vajra dhara, T i b . 6 , c h o m - M a n - M a s rdo-rje M s i n - p a ) . 

" Therefore, Adi-Buddha (T ib . mchhog-gi dang-pohi Sangs-
rgyas) must be taught b y every true 6 L a m a (S. Guru, a superior 
teacher, religious guide) , a n d every true disc ip le who aspires to 
l i berat i on (or emancipat ion) must hear t h e m . " T h u s wrote he : 

" T h e venerable (the lord) NA'BOTAPA (NAROTTAMA J ) 
being at that t ime the p r i n c i p a l (S. Upddhyaya, T i b . mkhan-po) 
of the Bihar ; he, together w i t h five h u n d r e d p a n d i t s , d i sputed 
w i t h h i m , but when they saw that he excel led t h e m a l l i n d is ­
p u t i n g , they fe l l d o w n at his feet, a n d heard of h i m Adi-Buddha; 
then this doctr ine was m u c h p r o p a g a t e d . " — S e e leaf 68, b y 
PA'DMA CA'RPO. 

H e r e follows the text of the above-quoted passage b y 
PAD MA CA'RPO, bo th i n the T i b e t a n a n d R o m a n characters . 

s^r g- a^-a f I r ^ - cr^sr ^ S H & J ' ^ \ ^ ' ^ q"*r 

of the Muhammedan faith. — In the ftstan-Agyur collection (of 225 volumes) 
the five first volumes contain fifty-two tracts or treatises on the Kala-
Chakra, all translated from the Sanscrit; but, besides these, there are 
many other volumes written by Tibetan authors on the same subject. In 
the Asiatic Society's library, there are also some printed volumes, contain­
ing commentaries on the Kdla-Chakra, by Khetup or more properly 
wiKbasgrub, mentioned in this paper as a very celebrated writer in the 
fifteenth century. Should I find any interesting article in it, I shall take 
occasion to notice it hereafter. 
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D e nas efous Nalandar b y o n , </tsug-lag khang-g i sgo gong-
d u m a m p a 6chu d v a n g W a n br i s , deh i grsham-du : " Gang-gs i 
wchhog-g i dang-pohi Sangs-rgyas mi-shes-pa des n i d u s - k y i 
Akhor- lo mi-shes-so ; Gang-gis d u s - k y i ^khor- lo mi-shes-pa-des 
n i w t s h a n yang-dag-par 6rjod-pa mi-shes-so ; Gang-gis mtshan 
yang-dag-par &rjod-pa mi-shes-pa des rdo-r je Adsin-pahi -ye-
shes-kyi sku-mi-shes-so ; Gang-gis rdo-rje Ads in -pahi ye-shes-
k y i s k u mi-shes-pa des snags-kyi theg-pa mi-shes-so ; Gang-gis 
snags-kyi theg-pa mishes-pa dethams-chad n i Akhor -va -pa stre 
6chom4dan-Adas rdo-rje M s i n - p a h i , l a m dang bra l -vaho . D e -
ta-vas-na mchhog-gi dang-pohi Sangs-? -gyas n i 6 L a m a dam-pa -
rnams -ky i s &stan-par-bya-zhing, thar -pa don-du grnyer-vahi slob-
m a dam-pa - rnams-ky i s m n y a n - p a r - b y a h o , " zhes br is -pa. 

J o v o NAEOTAPA de nus dehi mkhan-po y in -pas , de l a sogs 
p a P a n d i t a Zna 6rgyas 6rtsad-pas p h u l - d u p h y i n - p a r mthong-
nas zhabs- la 6tud-de dang-pohi Sangs ?'gyas nyan-pas chher dar -
v a r g y u r - p a y in -no . 

N o m e n t i o n is made of the Kdla-Chakra, nor of Adi-Buddha, 
b y ancient wri ters i n I n d i a , t i l l the 10th c e n t u r y , except i n the 
first vo lume of the r G y u t class i n the K a h - g y u r , where i t is 
e v i d e n t l y a n in terpo la t i on f r om true h i s tor i ca l works of later ages. 

Since the passage above e x h i b i t e d is a n authent i c t ex t for 
the name of Adi-Buddha, whi le i t furnishes a general idea of the 
Kdla-Chakra s ys tem, I have thought proper to b r i n g i t t o the 
not ice of the Soc ie ty , a n d hope i t w i l l be of some interest . 


