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Vr.-INTRODUCTION TO THE LITHOGR~~PHED PAGE~.

§ 256. That the leariH~r of the Tibetan language may acquire by himself a full
fl,;:nowledge of the syllabIc scheme, both in the large and small characters, and of the

several kind~ of letters used among the Tibetans, the following 40 lithogl'aphcd pages have

been added to this Grammar.

From p. 1 to 29, is conta~ned a syllabic scheme of the Tibetan language, in four

c.olumn!':, being an alphabetical table of the consonants, combined respcctively with the

five vowels (a, i, u, e, 0). In the fi~st column stand the Tibetan capital characters, follow-
I

ed each by the intersyllabic point or sign. No.2, 'contains th'e same exprcssed in

Roman characteri:; but here, for brevity's sake, the dash, comma, or intersyllabic point

H is' omitted. No.3, is the same in book-letter or small characters, together with the

intersyllabic signs. No.4, the same in running-hand, together with ditto.

Note ], p. 6, No.3, in the Tibetan character, there is a mistake, gu, phu, bu, mu,

being written, instead of gyu, phyu, byu, mya, which the learner is requested to correct

a,ccordingly as those consonants have been written in theil' other respective syllables, or

as they have been pro()erly expressed in the running.hand, No.4. Since every simple or

compound consonant occurs five times, the student may, elsewhere, easily correct any

small error in the shape of the letters. The asterisk or little star (*) added to some of the

Tibetan capital characters, indicates that such syllables have not occurred in the Dic­

tionary.

Note 2, for further information on this scheme, see the Gram mar, p. 3, &c., the pro­

nunciation of the Tibetan letters; and p. ]2-18, the abstract of the orthography and

orthoepyof the Tibetan language. The reason why, in the abstract (of the Grammar), p.

12-16, the general number of letters (pl'cceding the vowel) in the whole scheme, amounts

to 209, and here only to 208, is, that in the lithographed scheme, the~, &c. rmya, &c. has

been left out. But this is of little consequence, since this compound letter occurs only in

two or three words.

Further, in p. 30, have been exhibited the initial signs, commas, and the intersyllabic

points or marks, as they are uaed with the capitals; ditto with the' small characters, p.

31-35, the Bamyik; p: 26,37, the Bruts'lta characters, and the Tibetan numerical figures.,
and,lastly, p. 38-40, the Lailts'ha characters, (or pointed variety of the Devanagari alphabet'

,



( 204
0 5

&c.) have been represented, that the learner llIay see how the Tibetans write the San­

ekrit in their own charactel's~ nnd may distinguish Tibetan and Sanskrit works accordingly.

FOl' a collection of Devauagari al phabet!', compriEing all the varieties of this cl1aractei',

found in Tibet and Nepal, see Mr. B. H. Hodgson's" Notices of the Languages, Literatme,

and Religion of the Bauddhas of Nepal and Bhot," in the 16th vol. of the Asiatic

Researches, p. 420.

The Tibetan alphabet itself, as has been noticed in othel' places, is stdted to have beep

formed f!'Om the Devanagari prevalent in Central India in the seventh century. On com­

paring the forms of its letters with those of various ancient Sanskrit inscriptions, pUl'ticu­

larly that at Gya, translated by MI'. (now Sir Charles) Wilkins, and that on the column at

Allahabad, translated by Captain Troyer and Dr. M ill, a striking similitude will be observ.

ed. There are also close analogies between the lattel' alphabet and the squal'e fOl'm of the

PaIi character which is acknowledged to be the original of the Ceylonese, Burmese, Siamese,

and other varieties now llsed in the south-eastern countries. The Pall is indeed called

1J:lagadha, or of Central India, whence the Dauddha religion and literature of all these

llountries was derived. I abstain from maldng any lengthened remarks on this subject

here, but the Circumstance noticed may help to fix the epoch of incriptions in this peculiar

type of the Devanagari alphabet.
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