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V.—EPOCH OF THE DEATH OF SHAKYA,
According to different authorities.

N

§ 255. Since in the Tibetan books there occur several passages containing predictions
attributed to Shdkya, respecting the years of the duration of his doctrine, and of its ine
troduction into such and such a country ; (for instance, that after 2,500 years from his
death, it will be propagated in a country inhabited by red-faced men ; which passage has
been applied to the Tibetans, by a celebrated teacher in China, in the 8th century,) several
Tibetan learned men have endeavourgd;on different occasions, to fix the date of hisi birth and
death, But there are so many discrepancies in the sacred volumes, and in the commen-
taries, that they cannot be reconciled.

I beg leave therefore to add here, in Tibetan and English, the various dates assigned for
the death of Shdkya, taken from a small work, consistingof 31 leaves, titled bStan-rtsis hdod-
sbyin gter-bum, (Qﬁﬁ‘ﬁﬂ"li%’ﬁﬁ'l}ﬁrgﬂ,  Reckoning or computation respecting the doctrine
of the Buddhists,”) or “ Treasure- Vessel yielding whatever one wishes,” written by rNog hBrug
Lha-dvang bLogres, (é/ergtrg'Rtx:'é/'E\{N,) or according to his Sanskrit name, Suréshamati,
one of Padmakirpo’s disciples. He wrote in the beginning of the 26th year of the tenth
cycle of 60 years of the Tibetan era, (commencing with 1026 of the Christians,) which year
is called Nanda in Sanskrit, and dGah-va ({mQT) in Tibetan, corresponding to 1591 of

our era; this author computes the years elapsed from the death of Shikya, according to

different authorities, as follows:

Years elapsed till 1591, Years clapsed till 1591, Years
AfterJ. C. After J. C. bJefoCre

9 gw.m.g:.ngvgwa’av 1. According to the followers of
qEN'Y | c;]’.ﬂé‘vg;v“qv-qy Sron-bisang sgam-po, the religious
q%avl;]q 1 ee  ©aI2 king, there have elapsed four thou-

sand and twelve years, (1) ... ... 4012 | 2422

2 a"qquqp}‘vrﬁvgqum 2. According to the followers of

S,f'garﬁ’quq'qé' a\\;/'zxég' Nelpa Pan’dita, (2) there have
No ees RVRY glapsed three thousand seven
Lundred and thirty-eight years, ... 3738 | 2148

(Hereafter the number of past yeors in

words, will be omitted in English.)
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3. According to the followers of
Sa-skya Pan’dita, (3) there have
elapsed, . 3725

4. According to the followers of

Upa losal (dvus-pa blo gsal,) (4) ... 3729
5. According to the followers of
dGé-hdun hphel, (5) . 2900
6. According to the (fabulous)
narration from the Sandal Lord (an
image of Shiékya made of that
scented ;wood), (6) .. 2342
7. According to the followers
of U-rgyen-pa, (the Grub-thob ; S.
Siddha,) he that has arrived at per-
fection, (7) ... 2243
8. According to the followers
both of Shikya Shri and Nam
‘bzang, : h ... 2136
9. According to the writers on )
the Kila Chakra system, as g Yung
ston, Bu-ston, dPal-legs don-grub;

and as

taught, (9)

Padmakirpo  formerly

.. 2470
10. According to the followers
of these three : Jo nang-pa, Chhos
mGon, rNam-rgyel grags bzang,
(10) . 2427
- 11. According to the followers of
dPal-ldan bLamu bsod-nams rgyel-
m¢shan, (11) .. 2166

Years
before
J. C.

2135

2139

1310

837

576
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92 gAY AL QAR 12. According to the followers l

i’é. 5 AL QLS TAN' of the Pad-dkar zhal lung work,

Q1§ Yo Qa- r{é’g\/ﬁ"ﬂé\' written by Phug-pa-pa ner bzang

ey -1 Y1 rgya-misho, (12) . 2474 884
92 ng'qvqgva{'u‘qriﬁzl . 13. According to Padmakjsrpo’s

QAR G HRE Y L AR  final decision, and as Suréshamati

LT AmNY | VY B 5A RE : himself taught, (13) ... 2650 | 1060

Yy NG ’r . 2-5Mo

To the above enumerated dates may be added that of sDé-srid sangs-rgyas rgya-mtsho,

as it has been stated before, in the Chronological Table, §. 254. Therefore,

9o [T A FYTNGNT 14. According to the Bui'ddrya
ANy a;gé\ qya’ qIN'Q dkar-po work, written by Sangs-
esg'ﬁxu,'ﬁ/ﬁ' AENQ [ L rgyas rgya-misho, the regent of
gc"qg'lq%rq' ySHE FUN Tibet, in the beginning of the first
q&Y 1 4N ?;f/ﬁ"{' Lt TN year, called Fire-hare, of the 12th
a'g'zxsar»\ﬁ' 1 e. RHDBY cycle of sixty years, (in the begin-
ning of 1686 of the Christian ara,)
there haveelapsed twothousand five

hundred and sixty-seven years, (14) 2567 882

It _may be remarked, that all these dates differ from the epoch assumed for the death of Gotama by the
Burmese, the Siamese, the Cingalese, and other nations professing the Buddhist faith. A comparison of these
several authorities will be found in thej Calcutta Oriental Magazine for 1825. They all agree in making
the nibban (mirvan) occur in the year 544 B. C.; and yet from the several occurrences of the life of their saint,
as quoted in their Chronological Tables, it is evident they allude to the same personage to whom the Chinese
and some of the Tibetan authoritie; give the date 1027 B. C. It is impossible to reconcile the two in any
way, and their discrepancy throws doubt on thereal epoch of the life and writings of the author of one o'f

the most extensively diffused religions on the face of the earth.




¢ 22 )

Notes (to the different eras qfthé death of Shikya).

(1.) This dateis founded on the story of the wanderings of an image of Shdkya, from one place to
another, commencing with the abode of the gods, remaining in each for 500 years, till it was taken away
from Otantrapuri (in Gangetic India) by the Turks, and carried afterwards to Caina, whence, in the 7th cen-
tury, it was brought to Tibet, by Kongcho, a Chinese princess, married by Srorngtsan Gambo ; since which time,

there were elapsed upwards of 800 years, till 1591, when Suréshamati wrote this treatise. See note 14 of the

Chronological Table,

(2.) Nelpa Pandita. Not stated for what reasons.

(8.) This date is founded on a prediction by Shdkya, that his doctrine would continue for 5,000 years,
and would undergo such and such changes during certain periods (of 500 years each). See note 10, Chronolo-

gical Table.

(4.) This reckons only four years more than the former.

(5.) This is founded on a calculation by some religious persons from Li_yul, who visited the? seven Con-

vents founded by Mésaktsom (u?m[wqg‘éa;) a Tibetan king, in the 8th century.

(6.) . This date is founded on the story of the wanderings of an image of Sandal-wood of Skdkya,

according to Chinese records.

(7.) This is derived from a calculation made at Samyé ('QNN";’JN) two days journey from Lassa, a large

]
eonvent, by the Guru Urgyen (or Padma Sambhava), in the 8th or 9th century.

(8.) This is derived from a calculation, made at Solnag thang po chhé (qu-a,xl-a;v{{v ;) a convent not
far from Lassa, by Pan’ chken Shdkya Skri of Cashmir, in the first half of the 13th century. See note'2],

Chronological Table.
(9. 10, 11, 12.) These are founded on predictions by Skdkya in the Kdla Chakra, Tantra, (Dus hkhor

rgyud (Saq'm%/ 1 5z) See note 4 Chronological Table.
2

(13.) This date is according to Padma Carpo’s latest opinion; formerly he also supported the date found-

ed on the Kila Chakra system.

(14.) This date is of great authority, from the celebrity and great research of that regent asa writer.






