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IV, CHRONOLOGICAL TABLE.

§ 254, The following short account \of some remarkable events, in the histol'y of

Buddhism, and in Tibet, is extl'acted from a work entitled Bai'durya dkm'-po (.q~s~"!)~:r..'~)

written by sDe_.~rid Sangs-rgyas I'gya.mtsho (~'~!)''V~''J,~'V,~.~~)a I'egcnt at Lhas8d., (1)

He wrote at the beginning of the 12th cycle of sixty years (the Tibetans counting

the beginning of the first cycle from 1026 of the Christian oora, and the present year, 1834,

being the 28th yeal' of the 14th cycle) consequently at the beginning of 1686 A, D. Hts
.... ,

table expl'esses the years elapsed from each event up to the ti me when he wrote, In the

f,)lIowing translation, besides this mode of computation, the cort'€sponding yeal' of the vulgar

era, in which each event occurl'ecl, before or aftel' Chl'ist, has been adrled,

Some explanatory notes have been appended, to which reference is made from the

text uy the figures in brackets.
Years

elapsed Year of
up to the Chris-

1686 tian a:ra
A. D. B. C,

From the incarnation 01' bil'th

of bChom-ldan hdas (SHA'KYA)".. 2647 962

Since he took the religious cha-

rueter, 2619 934

v ...... ""/ ......
tJl'Q~Qj' tJlaj·t.l·-qW~'t.l'V'~'J Jq'V'

"'v
~'~~'t.l'~ &J'-q~Qj'aj'V, ..:;(~cil?

-.R

Since he became Bnddha, and

commanded to teach his doctrine

(first turned the wheel of the law),2613 928

Since he displayerl gl'eat prodi-

gies and overcame the six Tir-

thika teachers, (2) 2591 906

do,

Since he tanght the Kala Cha-

kra (religions system), (3) 2567 882

Since he was delivel'ed from

",if''i'QjQ' !Qj'~~'-q~~'A1"l'

~'!e. '-q~ 'V.~ lV
",,1 -:J '

pain (or fl'om his death), do.

From the time that the l'/sa­

rgyud (S, MUla Tantra) was col-

do,
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lected (or compiled) by Zla-bzang, B. c.

the king of Shambhala, (4) 2566 881

From the death of Zla-bzong, 2564 8i9

From the birth of Padma

hhyung g,nas (pron. Pallma jungne,

S. Padma Sambhava), (5) 2563 8i8

From the birth of the revered

master hjam dvyangs (6) (S, Manju

ghos'ha) in China, out of the Tril<-

s'ha tree, 2523 838

From the birth of kLu-sgruh

~'~r:;.lqijlq~'81~, ~L.j...b~

t.(.1:\ 'II"Q~r:;'lq8l~'QI!r:;~'81~,... ~L.j~~

1'III"~"Qll. "llq~"'81'l!Jlq"'" t.(" !.QJ'

"'l."~-q~'~~, ?d)...b~
v C\ v,/,/C\ .s.
-qy l~r~Ql"t.l'tI" tI'l.'lqq8l'Zl.o8l'

Q/)r:;~'81~, ?~~~

v ..... v v "VC\C\

11'1:\"~~'II"'I;lq"~lq~' tI't!'l.Q"

(S. Nagarjuna), (i) 2167

Since lligs-Idangrags~pa(8)suc­

ceeded to the throne,in Shambhala, 1963

From the birth of TIIO-tho-l'i

gNyan-btsan, the king of Tibet, ... 1433

Since a chest with the treatise

Zamatog (a religious book), &c. fell

from heaven into the court of

482

2i8
Aft.
Chr.

252

Tho-tlw-ri, (9) 1354 331

C\ '/ .....

Q~~" £Q'ZlV 81" t.('iilq~'., T!-q"

t.(Q'~,81't.('~lq"I" c!i~,

From the death of.gNyan btsun

(or Tho-tho-ri), 1314 3il

Since the doctrine of endeavour-

ing perfection succeeded to that

of fruits (immediate consequences

Since rgya-mtslw rNam-rgyal

(II ) (a king) arrived at Shambhala.

Since the period of 403 years, call­

ed Mekha gya-tso, commenced, (12)

I
v

1'I1I'"1'QJl."~"II'~'~II'" ~Qj"~~1
'!VC\ ,/

~"~~Q.'l"~~Q.'oJ{£l'!£Il\TT 1I"~l."
-.&

',/

~'~'!!lq~'~~, ?o...b~

of good morals), (10) 1067 618
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And since the infidels (01' Mu-

hammadans) entered Makha

(Mecca)t

From the birth of Srong btsalZ

(sgam-bo), (13)

1063

1058

.A.. D.

622

627

Since the arrival of Kong-eno

(a Chinese Princess)\ in Tibet, (14)

Since the 'phrul snang college

(01' vihar, was built at Lhassat

1046 639

(IS)

From the birth of Khri srong

Ide btsan, the master of Tibet 01'

king, (16)

1034 651

957 728

From the arrival--of PadJung (S.

Padma Sambhava) in Tibet, 938

Since bSam-yas was built, ••. 936

From the decease of Khrisrong

(Mehu btsan), 899

Since Pa({iungreturned toIndia, 883

From the beginning of (a new

period or) astronomical calcuJa-

747

749

786
802

tion,

From the birth of gLang~dar or

881 804

824 861
n

~.,X.. Qj'Ql!c;~'''''V,

v
'llr:;'~J:..'-q~c;'V'"'N,

v
$j1oJ ''''Qj' "'~'~ 'V'QI1I'x"'It EJ,X..'~'

~1\,j""''V,

Langtarma,

,'<'7 From the birth of Khri-ral (or

Ralpachen), 821 864

V'...b Since gLang-dar abolished the

(Buddhistic) religion, 786 899

V,Y Since gLang-dar was murdered, 785 900

Since the Kala-cnakra (religious

V~o system) was iutroduced into India,

(17) 720 I 965
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A. D.

971
98U

1,025

1,038

v "v
:q~':S'l;{i~'t.l'~'~x.'tlltJ'.w~t:;'

ItlV,

""', -b1)0
... v" v v
l{'I{~Q'!'I{cl>Q'Q~~'QJ'~lrJ~'

v.... ...
~""Q[1I x.'z~S~'~~ Tx.z:r

~t:;' ~Jq'I{'i~' ~l\T,

j}QJ'x.~'t.l'Q~ t:;~' ~l\T,

IN'~'.f:l·ltJ~ltJ\\l 1 ~t:;'l,tlt;,t.l,

Qr!t:;~'~l\T, -b~~

1..'~t:;' ~'ltJ~ ltJ' QJltJ'[1I t:;'~fJ'G"
-.D

~~, -b~o

~{'G"if'l!~'$j~'i'l;{'QI!t;""~l\T, -b~\

Since the beginning of the last

propagation of the Buddhistic I'e-

ligion in Tibet, (18) 714

From the birth of Atisha, 705

From the birth of hBrom-st011

(Of Brom, the teacher), 683 ),002

Since the monastery of Great

g,Sol-nag thang was founded, ,., 6jO 1,015

FI'om the end of the ....""Ie mkha

rgya mtsho(Ol' period of 403 years), 661 1,024

Since the Kala Chakm was

introduced into Tibet, ann since

the 1st year of the cycle of 60

years began, 660

From the birth of Mi-la-ras-pa, 647

From the decease of .Atisha and

the birth of g,Lang rithang-pa, .. , 633 1,052

Since the college (01' vihar) of

Ra sgreng was foundell, 630 1,055

Fl'Om the birth of bLo-ldan

"v ....
ltJ"'t:;'~Q'cl>~\r~·~t:;' T""!''l;{1;1.;{'

,,~, -b1~

shes-rab, the interpreter or tmm­

lator,

Since the monastery of g,Sang

ph'" and that of Sa-skya was found­

ed, (19)

From the birth of Tagpo lha

l'je,

Since the Gra thang mona8_

tery was founded,

From the bil'th of Ras-chhung-

pa,

628 1,057

614 1,071

608 1,077

606 1079,

603 1,082
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From the birth of Kun-rlgah

Snying-po, the Great Sa-skya

(Lama),

From the decease of bLo-ldan

595

A.D.

1090

!illes-rab, 578110~,

tation' commenced, (20) 567

From the uirth of g YU-Drag-pn, 564

From the birth of S/uU'ya Sd,Lj -bo

From the birth -of Phag-mo

gruh-pa,

SincE.' the period of 'more-seeing'

being finished, that of 'deep medi-

(21 )

From the birth of Nyang, the

prince or lord,

From the decease of Su-chhen,

(the great Sa-s],;ra Lama,) and

si nce the Thel or gDan-sa thel

monastery was founded,

Since the monastery of T~hal

was founded,

577

560

551

529

512

1103

II 18

112l

1125

1134

1156

1173

507

Ljo·V

Since the hBri-gung monastery

was founded, 508

Since the Stag-lung monastery

was founded,

1177

II78

503

Ljo'..j

Ljoo

From the biJ·th of the Great

~a-skya Pan'ditti, (22)

Since Gung-thang (a monastery)

was founded,

505

\

)]80

118;;
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....... .... ..... / .......
[]I.'(f)'t.l~:~~.oq r:.,·~·'4'q~T

'f\~.x,r"h.Ql!t:;~.~~,

Since the great Cashmirian

Pan'dita. (Shakya Sri) arrived in

Tibet. And since Kar-rna Pales'hi

A..D.

1202

1210

483

Ilastery was founded, and since

was born,

FroID the birth of g, T~r~stoll

Guru chhos-dvang (the pl'jnce of

religion, the LAMA teaching

hidden treasures), 475

Since the gLang-thang 010-~t;.elt;,~~,~·'%fFloz:tT !Q1'oz:t'
v

~t;'~!q~.t.l.QI!t;I\l'~I\l, e v~

pa 1D0nastel"y was founded, 432

From the birth of Bu-ston, 397

From the birth of Ta-si hyang

1223

1251

1211

1233

1253

1288

462

474

dgonpa wasrGgel-va yang

born,

Since the two mona.steries at_

Byang (Chang) and at rDor

were founded,

From the birth of hOr~

mgon hphags-pa, 452

Since (as before) he became

the Master of the whole Tibet, 434

Since the CMos-lung ts'hogs-

Va av .... s
~t;. t..l.. EJIiJl\f'~' ~l\f.~.~I.q~'

~~,

v v v
Q1!J ·IfEJ""Q74lql\f·q·l::P,·ralf~'

Va .... V
~t;~·~·fo·-q.l.·i.l.''''~, ~~~

v ~ C\ .... / ...

ell ~.~t:;. ~KJl\f·I,fQ· ;l)l\f.~

~oq.",~, ~~~

v
5·V""QIlt:il\f''''l\f, ~o)v

1;. lQ. ~t:i. ~l:t. !Q1.""1",·QIlt;l\f'

..../
It;·~·1,f·'Z:t'JIfl\f·~~,

1300

1349

1355

1347

385

330

chhuh rgyal mtshan,

From the birth of Theg cMen

cMos rgyal; and since Tasi be-

came the Master of Tibet, 338

Since the rTses-thang monas-

tery was founded, 336

From the incarnation (or

bii'th) of Tsong khujJU; (23)

~~,

iilq'ci"'·~l\f·!Q1·QIJt;l\[ T
" .... V

ral(~·~rfl·-q.l.' i1.'"'~,
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From the birth of Thang stong

l 302rgya -po,

From the birth of dGe.hdun

grub-pa, (24)

From the birth of Shes-rab

296

A. D.

1383

1389

282 \ 1403

Sera monastery, by Byams chhen

chhos rJe. The death of the Rev.

Tsong-kha-pa; and since Dar..

ma rin chhen succeeded to the

1407

I
I

278monastery,

From the foundation of the

hBras-spungs monastery (or con­

vent by hjam-d.T1Jangs chhos rie;
and from the birth of Karmapa

m Thong va don ldan, 271

Since the foundation of the

rin-chhen, the great Lotsava,

(translator or interpreter,)

Since the great Tsong-kha-pa

established the feast of the great

-supplication or prayer (to be

yearly celebrated at Lassa) ; and

since he founded the dGa-Idan

..... v ' .... Q ~. ,

~I('V"~ll"~JV"j;~~r.1-Q'~'V"::f
• ·v

~81'z:{ T .".tti"J4i"t.j'"SJ~SJ"l1 ,.1-""f"
C\ .... C\ .....

.1-ll"cIlaj"~~Q" 'il8l"~.1- "T4X{-\V"dJ l\{, :(-.b\

v ....
Q~IJ" ~~ti~"cIl~" ~~"Q!il"l"ti til\1"

-.II
~ V V V
~",SJ6t" ~"X{li-q T lqfI"~""fCl ti "-q"~ 81"

~6t"Qf)ti~"~'V·, ..... :(v,

·":"/ ..... v v .... v
lti"rx"~"~6t"~~"1{6t'Q1IJ"~6t"J.r

.K1~IIJ'V T,SJQ"'l!ll"X{liQ"6t"l, •••
-.II

l\ V _

&'J~ti"~~~""f(Z.1-"~" cIl1\l":Jf:qli-q"

"11\1, ••• :(...b-.b

.s'V"CCjX{~" ~~·X{~ti·!·i{ £~Q~ti~·

~~ :(-.be
,/ Q V ....

1\l'5'c;J::~'~"l'~'X{liX{"aj'V, ••• :(L.f\

-chair atdGah-ldan, • • 268

Since the gSang snags mknar

monastery was founded, 266

From the bird! of Dus zhabs

nor bzong rgya mts'ho, 264

Since the Nor monastery was

founded by those of the Sa--skya

1417

1419

1421

sect, 258 142

\
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........... . a
r,lt1·QJltl~'t;.,;'QJ·~if] 't;.,ltlQ''lfJt'~.I-'

ia-q",' Jt~, ':<l-j~

Since dGe-legs d]Jal-ldan, sue·

ceeded to the chair af dGah­

Idan,

Since the NMerula monastery

was founded,

256

-A.D,

1429

1433

Since the Clihab mdo byams

gling monastery was founded, 250

Since Zlta-lu legs-pa rgyal­

mtshan sncceeded to the chair

1437

1439

1436

1445

1435

240

249

248

at d Gah-Idan,

Since the <JPal.hkhor monas­

tery's mehhod-rten (S. Chaitya,

a shrine or fane), was built~

Since the bit'th of Lo-tsava

chhos -::kyong bZllng-po, 246

Since the astl'onomical work

titled Pad.dkar zhal lung was

written by Phug pa pa, &c. to as­

certain the lunations and the five

planets. Since chhos rGyal, the

gl'eat Lo-tsava was bOl'n; and

since dGe-hdun grub founded

the monastery, called bkra-shis

lhun-po,

~"" .:<~~

~~'~"'.;'t;.,."Jq.I-."lQl.~t:;'-q~J{""

~'" T 1",'~".~~Q'lJi!Q'~",.;,.J{~"T

QI' £Jt.a;~,~QJ'QI!t:;"'~KJ'QT5,8)'
C\ C\ V

~ 'q·ltl "I''q~'~"l' Iff Jt. t.l' ''qTiI:{'
~ ...t

~~ ~~o

Since the hBras.yul skyed

tshal monastery was founded, ••• 23B

Since bLo-gros chhos skyong

succeeded tg the chair at <1Gah-

Idan, 237

Since Ba-sochhos rGyan succeed-

Q~ ""';YQl' i" '!QI'~"1'~':ql,'q

Jt~ ~~,

v ..... / V ..... / (\
51 '11l"l'~"l' ~t:;·'t,ltlQ· 'l(oTt' ~l-'

74:q"I' Jt"l, ~~1J

VV "
- 'q'"'.ell"1, !loTt '"ltlQ'']foTt· ~I,"

raI:l"'. oTt <V, cd to the chair at dGah Idan, 224

1447

1443

1461

\
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~lV,

t\ Y ....
ill'!'I,J"m t:;' i6"l"jf'I;1'",t:{' ~~,

yV "
i';J"l''I;1'~~' t.f'~~Q''l!~'~1..'

~lV'~!'I,J',

~ij'Q:5~' ~"Z;{'~q~'V',,!'I,J',

'~!'I,J',

·v "
~ ~'QJIl"~'8QJ'~~~' 'if~.~ 1..'

~!'I,J""!'I,J',

£,1.:~~,Q]!t;lV' "V,

Since the Gong dkar monas-

tery was founded, 223

Since the gSer-mdog-chan

monastery was founded, 218

Since tile Byams-g,ling monas-

tery was founded, 215

Since bLo-gros brtan-pa suc­

ceeded to the chair atdGah-ldan, 214

From the decease of dGe-hdun

grub, 212

From the birth (incarnation) of

dGe'-hdun rgya-mtsho, (25) 211

Since the rTa-nag thub bstan­

rnam rgyal monastery was founded, 209

Since sMon-lam dpal suc­

ceeded to the chait· at dGuh-ldan, 207

From the bi I'th of Tshm'-

A.D.

1462

1467

1470

1471

1473

1474

1478

chhen, 185 1500

(\......... .

1l'["A'V' §"Z;{'~t.f"~' ~''Vt:;' Ej 'Q~r:;'V'

'1"1, 7yo

~iJ'Q:s,,·!t'i1olrlSJ~ISJ'\T·"'V, ••. ?~4

Since the Chhos-hkhor rGyal

monastery was founded, 178

From the birth of mKhas

grub dpal-gyi Senge, 150

From tile decease of dGe-

hdun rgya-mtsho, 145

From the birth of bSod-nams

1507

1535

1540

rgya.mtsho, (25) 144 1541

-------------_.~--

77 0 . Since he was invited by.d.lthun

khan (a Mongol prince), 110

Since he erected (or built) the

CMos hkhm' g,ling monastery,... 109

1575

11576
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From the decease of bSod-

nams rgya-mtslw, 99

A.. D.

1586

71

60

.. t\ v
~~.~t:i.~~'~~~' ~Q'tl~· 1I'1.'

a. ........" ....
.:r..~l\T'1i61'l\Tt;· zq' ~.t..'~q"l' 6l'\T, ...

V o

-,bo

Fl"Om the birth (incarnation)

of Yon-tan J'gya-mtsho, (25) 98

From the demise of Yon-tan

rgya-mtsho,

From the incal'Oation of Nag

dvang bio bzang rgya-mtsho, (25) 70

Since the period of deep me­

ditation being finished, that of

morality (or good moral con-

duct)was begun, see note, (10) .•. 67

Since, in the beginning of the

eleyenth cycle, Rigs-Idan Senge

succeeded to the chair' (at dGah­

Idan),

1587

1614

1615

1618

1625

, \

C'\ V V t\ v
~Vaj'Q~61' ~'\T'!lQ1'~~'~r!lQ1'~~'

~'61'\T,
v ~V

t:i1El'~~t:i. i·~t;·~· II'ctl.~~ '(lirl{ '\T'
v C\ ...... v
1lft:i '\T'~. J;'~ .:r..' .§I..•6l'\T,

Since bStan-hdsin chhos rgyel

became the king of Tibet,

Since Nag dvang bLo bzang

rgya-mtsho became the master of

the whole of Tibet,

Since he founded the Potala

46

45

1639

1640

(residence), (25)

, Since 1\Tllg-dvang bLo bzang

rgya-mtsho went to '(arrived in)

China, (26)

Since he agarn returned to

v
t:i~~~t;·V·~t;·!·1I'£'!,•61lEI,

~~'\T' 6l'\T,

...
(arrived in) Tibet, ...

42

35

34

1643

1650

1
1651



" .

( ]91 )

" .... / " t'\

~'~"l'Q]'~'~rcr Q;"l't.r'.l..~'~t:;'

C\ "v .........
~£'E1'1"l't.rQ' tI EI 'II'W1i!"'tr<9<\1'J.l'
v ""vI......... ,/(\ C\ C\

II 'Tll<\l'QJ'~'~~ ~ '~l\'I.l..'t.rQ'.g<\l' E1:cr
-.!l

~iY~T T TT

Thence thirty-four years be­

ing elapsed, in the beginning of

the twelfth cycle, in the year,

(called in Sans. Prahhava, (in

Tibetan) Me-mo Yos, (thiS) Bai­

'durya dkorpohi rtsis dzhi

(ground wOl'k on computation)

waswritten, o

A. D.

1686

NOTE!! TO THE CHRONOLOGICAL TABLB.

(1.) For the character of this regent (~'~T;." vulg. Tim) see the Alphabetum Tibetanum, by the P.

Georgi. He was both a fine scholar and a great politician. He wrote several excellent works, as the

Baidurya snon-po (~~~~'~"'~) on medicine; which is the best commentary on the rGy'Ud sdebzhi (~""

~'~~) a large volume, translated from the Sanscrit. This work has not been introduced either into the Kan.­

gyur or the Stan-gyur compilation; the contents of both which, in an English translation, I have had the

honour to present to the Asiatic Society, through'Mr. H. H. Wilson. This author compiled the Baidzirya Karpo,

a work on Astronomy, Astrology. &c. (from which the present Chronological Table has been taken;

from the Padkar Zhal.lung (t.r~ '~~.l..'<9QJ''?!t:;.) a work written by Phug-pa-pa mkhas dvang lhun-
v v "

grug rgya-mtsho, and Nor bzang rgya-mtsho (!$E1't.r't.r'II(7i<\l''''I;(C:;'~'" ~~'!'II! '",C:;'T".l..'-q=fC:;'!'II~) •
..!J

One of TISRI'S other works is entitled: gYah-sel (Klllf:.:r<VQI) .. the Effacer of Stains," in which he ~n-

swers the objections of several learned men,:' who criticised his works. He wrote also the hBtl gtam

(Q'4Qf'E1'!iiJ,f) political discourses, and some other works. But he distinguished himself especially, as a good

politician, in the administration of Tibet, by visiting, sub-incognito, several provinces, and afterwards remu­

nerating or punishing the officers according to their merits. He concealed also the death of the Dalai Lama

.for 12, or as some say, for 18 years. He is generally believed, in Tibet, to have been the natural son of that
v v ~

Lama Nag-dvang blo bzang rgya.mstho (C:;E1''''I;(C:;'51'I;(~ti'~iJfGtl ,)the 5th of the great Lamas, that are now

styled, rGyelva Rin.po chM (~Qj'I;('t", r:r,ci) , .. his precious (or holy) Majesty," or as some call them" Dalai

Lama," The Dalai Lama, upon an invitation to Pekin, from the first Emperor of those Manchus who had
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conquered C,hina in 1644, paid a visit to that country, in 1650. His ambition had been gratified with the

kingdom of Tibet, as a donation to him from that Mogol prince, who had conquered it in 1640; afterwards the

Manchus endeavoured to acquire influence in the country through him, which brought so many calamities

over Tibet, that the regent had good reason for concealing his death, and thus delivering the kingdom from

a continuance of the pernicious domination of the Hierarchy.

(2.) At the first rise of Buddhism in Central India, the great antagonists of that doctrine are styled in

the Buddhistic works, Tir-thi-kas or Tir-tha·ka-ras, in Sans.; Mu-stegs-chen or Mu-stegs-pa, in Tib. (~'W4']"l'

<:~ or ~fj4']"l·t.j', a Determinist.) SHA'KYA and his followers are frequently stated in the Dulva, and else­

where, to have had many disputes with them. They are represented to have been indecent in their dress,

and grossly atheistic in their principles. See the beginning of the first volume of the Dulva, in the

Kuh-gyur.

(3.) The Kala Chakra, religious system, to which so many volumes of the Stan-gyur and other works

are devoted, is not mentioned in the really ancient Buddhistic works of India, with the exception of one. This

system in fact was first introduced into India towards the end of the tenth century (in 965), and afterwards,

via Kashmir into Tibet. See Journal As. Soc. of Bengal, vol. ii. p. 57.

(4.) The I{ala Chakra doctrine of Adibuddha was delivered by SHA'KYA, in his 80th year, at Shr{ Dhanya

kataka, (Cattak in Orissa,) called in Tib. dPal-ldan hBras-spungs (t:.,t.j'QJ''l!~'Q~''l'!ft:;''l, .. the noble city,

called accumulated rice,") upon the request of zla bzang (~.-q::rt:;.,) pron. vulg. Ddzang or Ddva Zangpo, S.

Chandra Bhadra (or Soma Bhadra?) a king of Shambha la, a fabulous country or city in the north beyond

the Jaxartes, who in his 99th year visited SHA'KYA there, in a miraculous manner. Upon his return home, he

compiled in thecourse of the next year, the rTsa-rgyud (8'& t;, S. Mula Tantra) , in accordance with what
-.!)

he had heard from SHA'KYA, and two years afterwards he died. This work is the source of all the subsequent

voluminous compilations, increased modifications and interpolations. In the Mula Tantra, SHA'KYA foretels to'

Dazang 25 kings, who will successively reign at Shamohala, each for a hundred years. The six: first of them

are called C~hos-kyi rgyel-po (~~l'~!'~QJ'~ S. Dharma Raja, a religious king or patron of religion) and the

others are styled Rigs-Iden, S. Kulika, .. the Noble or Illustrious." 'lHe. foretells also that after 600 years

from that date, (or of that of his death) Rigs-Idan Crags-pa (!4']"l.'H~.l!J4']~.t.j',) S. Kulika Kirti, .. the cele­

brated noble one;" (the Epiphanes of the Greeks?) will succeed t~ the throne at Shambhala, and that

800 years afterwards, the kla klo lIl'~ vulg. Lalo, S. Mlechha, or Muhammadan religion, will rise at Makha

(Mecca). There are in the subsequent interpolated and greatly increased compilation many stories on the rise,

destructive progIess, and final decline of Muhammadanism, and the glorious re-establishment of Buddhism in
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Literal Translation.

From this year, after 600 years, for the maturation of the hermits, (S. Ris'!lis, or of religious persons,)

will be born, at Shambhalflt..hJam dvyangs mi bdag Gags-pa, (a king, or lord of men,) called the celebrated one

(an incarnation oj) Manyju Ghos'!la, (he with a sweet voice.) The lady (Tib. sgroI.rna ; Sans. Tal'll) of this

(king) is (or will be called) the great goddess (Uma, i. e. an incarnation of that goddess,) his son or the young

prince is (or will) (be an incarnation of) Pad·hdsin hjig-rten dvang, (S. Padmapani LoMshvara,) "the lord of

the world, holding a lotus in his hand j" they will be born in my own ~hdkya race, and in your own nation,

the north. It would be interesting to ascertain how the doctrine taught at Cuttack in Orissa, was brought

beyond the JaJ:artes to S!lambhala, or what reason the Buddhists had for inventing this story.

Since in the M{lia Tantra (~'IJ.1:,) S~IA'KYA explicitly declares, in the prophetical form, that the above-men.
-". tioned Rigs-Idan Grags.pa, &c., will be of his own Sltdkya race, and of the nation of Dazang, the natural

interpretation is that they both were of the Scythian nation, or of the Sacre of the ancients. Two of the

principal slokas, touching upon this important historical point, are here inserted in Tibetan, verbatim as they

have been quoted from the~'IJ., rTsa-rgyud, by SU1'eshamati, in the same work from which the 13 dates for
-..f)

the death of Shakya have been taken. See SW'eshamati's _~'iJi1t'i"l, &c. ~ 'Z;{!,~, ~''Z;{Q:!'~.Ql''l T...,

Ddztmg!

(5.) This is the firs~ record' of Padma Sambhava's incarnation, who, in the 8th century after Christ, was

again born, in a miraculous manner, out of a lotus or water-lily, at O'dheyana, in the western part of India,

as a celebrated Guru. Upon an invitation by Kltri!.rong dihu tsan, the king of Tibet, and a great patron

of Buddhism, he visited that country in the beginning of the 9th century, and remained there for many years;

he wrote several works, that are still extant under his name. His memory is greatly respected in the present

day by the Tibetans, who call himlJrgyenRinpochM (1!f!clI·l.clI'~'ci), and the most ancient religious sect in

Tibet, after his name, is called Urgyenpa (!r~"I't.1), followers of Urgyen.

(6.) This hjam dvyangs, (QF~'~~C;"l ; S. Manyju Ghos'ha, " sweet voice,") is the same with hjam-dpal,

(QF~" t.lQJ j S. Many}u Sri, "the mild noble one,") He is a metaphysical personage, a pattern 01' beau-ideal

of wisdom j also a spiritual son of Shdkya.

(7.) kLu sgruh, (m 'If:q-', S. Nagarjuna, that forms or makes perfect the Nagas or the iierp'ent race,)
-.41 ..;:J
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is a real peniOnage, born 400 Fars after the death of Shakya, from Brahman parents, in the country of &:tll

or in 'Bidul'Ma. He turned Buddhist, and was educated in central India, in the Nalenda convent. He was

a ~piritual son of MANYJU StU, the God of Wisdom. The first philosophical system of Buddhism is attributed

to him. He is respected as a second rGyelva, (IDQ)'z:t S. Jina ;) he is the founder or parent of the Madltyamika

philosophy. There are mallY works. nnder his name, in the Stun.gyar upon several subjects.

(8.) For Rigs-Idan Grags.pa, (.t~"l'~aj'~Z]~'r..r.) see note 4.

(9.) Thothori is stated, in the rGyel rabs gsal-vahi me-long, ( ~ QJ'.I..'t{~'EJ~Q1''t{Q'a1'Q{t;, "a clear mir­

ror of royal pedigree," a historical work,) to have reigned 500 years after gNya.khl"i tsan-po, (Itj~Q' ~''t{!Cl\'~

the first king of Tibet, who originated from the ShcLkya Litsabyi race at Vaishtili, (Tib. Yangs-pa-chan,

wt::~'t,r~Cl\, the ample city,) the modern Allahabad, or the ancient Praydga. He kept his residence at

Yambu lha, (or bla) sgang, llfaf'E''SJ (or JjJ'Wt::'), where there are still some plastic images ofthe ancient kings

with ~ome other antiquities. Under his reign, there fell a chest from heaven, containing a small volume of a

religious tract on Buddhism, (part of the Kah-gyur,) a holy shrine, and some other sll,cred things. No one

could read the volume; but a voice was heard from heaven that after so many generations (in the 7th century)

the contents should be made known. The king paid every respect to that heavenly gift, and, by its blissful

influence, he lived 120 years.

(10.) The duration of the doctrine or religion established by SMkya is differently stated in different

works of the sacred volumes. As for instance, 500, 1,000, 1,500, 2,000, 2,500, 3,000, and 5,000 years.

The first (500) has been applied by some to the time of Kaniska, 400-500 after the death of Shakya, when the ,

Buddhists had separated themselves into 18 sects, under four principal divisions, when there arose among

them many disputes about various points, and when there was made a third compilation of the Buadhistic

doctrine. The last (5,000 years) is according to the speculation of Dans'hta Sina, and other Indian Buddhis-

tic writers, in the Stan-gyur volumes, in the 8th, 9th, &c. centuries. They calculated the duration of the Bud·

dhistic religion thus:

1. Q~"l'EQ.' 't{WCl\'t.f 01" Q~~'EQ'~~, hBras-buhi bstan-pa, or hBras·buhi dus, the time of the

wonderful effects of the doctrine for immediately becoming perfeci or possessed of supernatural powers.

This period of 1,500 years commenced with the death of Shakya, and ",as again divided into three smaller ones,

each of 500 years, according to the three different degrees of perfection. In the first period, upon hearing

his doctrine, some became immediately possessed of superhuman powers, or overcame the enemy, became a
v

dGra bChom-pa, ~~''t{'¢af' t.f ; S. Arhan. In the second, many, though less perfect, proceeded unhindered in
'.
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. b Ii.'" C\ c\"their COUl'se to perfection, so as not to tum out of the right way, I. e. they ecame p ·YZ1" muwngva, ~.I..' J.i'Q t:;.~

S. Andgam{, that turns not out of his commenced race or course. In the third, though less perfect, yet there

were many that entered into the stream, i. e. became TGyun-du zlwgs-pa @aj·3·~~i"~'t.,f, S. Shrota panna, one
-..

that has entered the stream (that will carry him through life to felicity).

2. ~-~.t.1Q'~'liaj't.r or 11 1:rt.rQ·3!l'V, sGrub-pahibStan_pa, or sGl'ub-pahi dus, that period of the
~ "'!)

Buddhistic doctrine, in which yet many make great exertions to arrive at perfection, This period contains again

1,500 years, and is divided into three smaller ones, each of 500 years. according to the three diminishing

degrees of diligent application. They are called 1:flt\.~~'t:;. T~t:;·~·Qi~·'l;"t:;· T c\QJ'~cl('V'§'~~t.,f, lhag

mthong. ting-ge hdsin dang, tshul khrims kyi 890m-pa, the exercise o~ practice: l,~fhigh speculation; 2, of

deep meditation; and 3, of good moral conduct.

3. S!t:;'i1'~~, Lung-gi-dus, i. e. that period of 1,500 years of the Buddhistic doctrine, in which the

~acred volumes are yet read and explained, though the precepts which they contain aTe little followed. This

period, according to the contents of those books, (read or studied in each respected periud,) is sub-divided into

the following three: 1, ~~aj't.r T 2, ~~.~ T3, Q3QJ·~·Ej~~·~t:;·Ai·3!l'V, 1, mNon-pa; 2, mDo, sdt; 3,

hDuI.va, gsum Lung-gi dus, i. e. 1, the period, in which the metaphysical works are studied; 2, in wl).ich the

Sutras or common aphorisms; and 3, in which only books on the discipline of the religious men, and on the

rites and ceremonies are read.

. 4. f,lt\'V.~~'Q~aj .t.,fQ.3~, rTags tsam hdsin-pahi dus, that period of 500 years, }n which, though

learning and good morals have declined, yet some signs of the Buddhistic religion are still to be found, as the

dress of priests, holy shrines, relics, offerings, and pilgrimages to holy place"s.

(11.) This pretended king's arrival at Shambhala, in 622; has some coincidenc~ with.Xe~t!:tjird,_the

Persian king's taking refuge in the same country; for it is affirmed, that this prince, upon the fall of Seleucia,

and the conquest of Persia by the Arabs, in 636 retired into Transoocana or Ferghana.

(12.) How these terms: me, mkhah, rgya-mtsho express the nwnber of 403 years is explained in p.

155 of this Appendix. If we add these 403 years to 622, the first year of the Hegira, we have exactly the

year 1025, whence with 1026 commences the first year of the cycle of 60 years of the Tibetans.

. (13.) Srong tsan Gambois the most celebrated king of the Tibetans, on account of his long and mild

administration, his political wisdom, and of his having first laid the foundation of Buddhism in Tibet. In the .

'---_._-----~--- ---~
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Mani.kahllm,' (J.I'·~·I:{"qQ·Q:aJ./', ma-n'i bkah Mum, " a hundred thousand precious -commandments,") a histo­

tOl'ical work attributed to him, there are detailed accounts respecting Buddhi~m, and its introduction into

Tibet; the circumstances of his marriages with the two princesses, first of N epa!' and afterwards of China;

and of the religious establishments made by those ladies, and by himself.

(14.) Kon?io or Kongcho is the name of that Chinese princess, whom Srong tsan Gamho had married. In

the Mani-kahum it is told, that, when this Tibetan king sent his plenipotentiary (called bLon mGm', ij~'J.I'lt].I..)

to China to demand the hand of that princess, he met the envoys of several foreign princes arrived there for

the same purpose. The princess' father desired that she should be married to the king of Magadha, the reli.

gious king in India. Her mother preferred the Tdjik (Persian) prince, the wealthy king of the West. Her

brother commended the prince of the Hors (Turks); but she by her own accord wished to be married with

Qlsar, (ij'~.I.., Gesar,) the warlike king of the North. The envoy of the Tibetan king at last succeeded

in obtaining the princess by address.

(15.) This college (Bihar or Vihar) was built by that princess, whom Srong tsan Gamho had married from

Nepal. She on account of her being first married (or having first passed the lintel or threshold) pretended

to have precedence before the Chinese princess. There were many disputes between them.

(16.) KAri srong dlfhll tsan was an excellent king; he made many useful regulations, and having invito
::v

ed into Tibet Shanta ra:rita; (in Tib. Zhivah-htsho, ~''q'Qet,) but vulg. called Bodhisato, a learned man of

Bengal, and upon the recommeudation of this Pandit, also the great Guru Padma Sambhava, ~S'Q~t; vulg.

Padjung; he permanently fixed the Buddhist religion by founding Samye, (-q<\TJ./'"1Q<\T, hsam-yas,) and other

convents and colleges; by establishing a religious order with munificent endowments; and by making ar­

rangements for the translation of Sanskrit works, by Indian Pandits and Tibetan Lotsavas, (interpreters or

translators,) whom he caused to be fully instructed in Sanskrit. In the 8th and 9th centuries, under this king,

and his sons, Mune tsanpo and Mutik tsanpo, and his grandsons, Khri de srong tsan, Khri-ral or Ralpathen,

this religion greatly flourished, till in the beginning of the 10th century, Lang darma oppressed, and endea­

voured entirely to abolish it; for which reason he was murdered by a priest., r

(17.) For the Kala Chakra, (Dus-hkhor, ~""Q(i".I.,) see note (3) also (4).

(I8.) There are two periods of the propagation of Buddhism in Tibet, called the anterior and the pos·

terior; that began with Srong tsang Gamho, in the 7th century, and lasted till the end of the 10th; this
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commenced with the eleventh century, and still continues. In the first period, there were no different religious

sects. They who still keep the ancient rites and ceremonies, and have some peculiar manual or symbolical

works of that age, are now called, in, the Tibetan, Nyigmapa, (~ltJ'~·z:..r,) a follower of the ancient Buddhistic

religion, or Urgyenpa, a disciple of Urgyen or Padma-sambhava, and ~ey are very numerous, especially in those

parts of Tibet that lie near to Nepal and other parts of India. In the second (or posterior.) period, in the 11 th

century, in the time .of Atisha, (called by the Tibetans Jovo or Chovo Atisha, the lord Atisha,) a learned man

of Bengal, by the endeavours of Bromston and some other zealous and learned Tibetan religious persons.

Buddhism, that had been nearly abolished-in the 10th century, commenced again to revive in Tibet. This..
celebrated Pandit, upon. repeated invitations, at last visited that snowy country, going first to Guge in l\ari,

(S1.ij. in J,fI:iQ'£.-V,) and afterwards to Utsang, where he remained till his death, in 1052. Bromston, his pu­

pil, founded the Rareng (~'lt\ Ra-sgreng) monastery (still existing), and with him originated the Kadampa

sect, from which afterwards issued that of Giiukpa by Tsoiikhapa. About this time there arose several religious

sects, in Tibet, for the names of which see p. 175 of the Grammar. And for the date of the foundation of

several monasteries or convents, see the preceding Chronological Table.

(19.) The Sa-skya monastery and residence, in the province of Tsang (ltJ~~,), founded in 1071, is now

also celebrated for its library of ancient works in Sanskrit and Tibetan. We will make hereafter no remarks

on the birth or death of any religious person or Lama here recorded; or ou the foundation of any convent or

monastery; they will occur frequently in the following pages. It is sufficient to have given here their names

in Tibetan and Roman character, with the corresponding Christian dates.

(20.) For this term, see note (10).

(21.) 8hdkya 8M-f, a celebrated Pandit of Cashmir, who, in the beginning of the 13th century, about

the time of Mahammed Gori's conquests, was in Central India; but afterwards retired to Tibet. He remained

t4ere, wrote several worb, and assisted the Tibetans in the translation of Sanskrit books•

. (22.) This is the celebrated Sa-skya Pandit, of whom there are many works. He, and his successor

(a nephew) Grogon phags-pa, (Qi('J,fi(~'Q I'4ltJl\T·t,1'.) were greatly patronized by the Emperors of the Mongol

dynasty, especially by Kubiai Khan, who granted the whole country of Tibet to Pkags-pa.

(23.) Tsonkhapa (called also blo bzang grags-pahi dpal ij·~I:i"'!IltJl\T'qQ·,t.lQ1, S. Sumati k{rti shri)

is greatly respected by the Tibetans and Mongols, especially by the Gelukpa sect, of which he is the founder.

There are many of his works extant; the most celebrated is that of Lam rim chhenmo, (QJJ,f'£J,f'i~'~) "the

large work on the gradual way to perfection." The great feast of general prayers, or supplication, established

by him, is still yearly celebrated at Lassa, in the 15 first days of the new year, (commonly in February with

\
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the new-moon.) There are in the Gdldan monastery. founded by him. noW about 2.000 religious persons,

and to the chair still continue to succeed the most learned doctors, from the Sera or Bl'aspung monasterief:',

under the title of mkhan-po. (a(~~'rY ; S. Upddhyaya,) a principal or abbot.

(24.) dGehdun-grub, is a celebrated Lama, who founded the great cOl'lvent of Teshi Ihun-po,(1:{~$ll\,['~ ~.f{,
-!'

bkra-shis lhun-po,) where now also there reside about 2,000 religious persons. He is the first of the Tibet~

Lamas, to whom this title rGyelva (~~'1:{, S. Jina) has been applied. The present great Lama of Lassa.

Tshul·khrims rgya-mtsho (i,Qj'~a(l\,['!'a(~v "an ocean of morality") is the 10th among those rGyelf(Q8
--.!J '

whom the Mongols and some Europeans call also Dalai Lamas.

(25.) dGI.hdun rgya·mtsho is the second amcng those Lamas styled rGyelva. The names of the others,
v '/

down to the present Great Lama at Lassa, are as follows; 3, bsod-7u_ms.rgya mtsho, (1:{l\Jl:\''''a(''r~:a(~;)

who upon an invitation by Altun [OUln, a Mongol prince. visited him; 4, Yon-tan rgya-mtsho, (0 ~''''~'!!'a(l()
'I :-../

5, Nag dvangblo bzang rgya-mtsho, (t;ltJ·~1:{t;·~·'Z:ri!ft;·~·a(~.) This is that Great Lama, who in 1640,

founded the hierarchy of the Dalai Lamas, at Lassa, (four years befure the conquest of China, by the Mant­

chus.) It was upon the solicitatioI:. of this ambitious man that a Mongol prince conquered Tibet. and after­

wards made a, present of it to him. The ancient palace of the kings of Tihet. upon the Red Hill or moun'­

tain,(dmar-pori, ~Ol:I.•.'if·£,) an eminence near Lassa, was now rehuilt, increased with many ~uildings for a

religious establishment, and converted into a residence of the rGyelva Rin-po chM, (!lQl'1:{'i~'~'~; His

precious Majesty,) and was called Potala, from the name of an ancient cjty, on an eminence, at the mouth of

the Indus, (called in Tib. ~'Q~"', Gru hdsin, .. a receiver of boats or 'ships, a harbour," whicp is a literal

translation of the Sanskrit Potala, now called Tata or Talta,) where-was the residence of Chenresi, (~61' :I...<\l'

EJ~ltJ'V·~"Z;{t;.~ ltJ ; spyan ras gzigs dvang phyug, S. Avalokiteshvara,) the great patron sa~nt of the Tibetans,

and whence he is believed to have visited Tibet.

(',
(26.) For his visit to China, see note 1. After the death of this Lama, under his pretended regenera-

tions or new incarnations, Tibet has been visited by many calamities. The names of his successors are
"V

as follows: 6, Rin-chhen Tshangs dvyangs rgya.mtsho, (.t~·~iJt·£t;'V·~-et:;'V·!!·Olc1;)7, bLo bzang skalldan

(
.... / SV . ..../ Y

rgyo.mtsho, ~ '~::ft;'~QJ'xr-:ft;'!'OlGb ;) 8, bLo bzang hJam dpal rgya-mtsho, (~·xr-:ft;·QFi'Ol·~I.fQJ·~·Ol£;)
,; v "I

9, Lung rtogs rgya-mtsho, (~t;·~ltJ<\l·~·Olcli ;) 10, Tshul khrims rgya·mtsho (!q)·r.t0l<\l·~'Ol£J

Note. Their distinguishing names are those immediately set before rgya.mtsho; the rgyelva, blo-'!lzang,

and some others, are sometimes added, and sometimes omitted.


